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SUBJECT: TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: PUBLIC AND PRESS REACTION 

SUMMARY: MEDIA AND PUBLIC ATTENTION THIS WEEK FOCUSED 
ON THE CANAL AND THE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS, STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
SYMBOLICALLY REPUDIATING THE 1903 CANAL TREATY, AND A 
RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
CATHOLIC WOMEN REAFFIRMING PANAMANIAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER 
THE CANAL. AMBASSADOR BUNKER'S PLANNED ARRIVAL WAS 
ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 16 IN THE SUNDAY EDITION OF "EL PANAMA 
AMERICA". THE PRESS NOVEMBER 20 REPORTED HIS ARRIVAL THE 
EVENING BEFORE. ALL INDICATIONS POINT TOWARD A TRANQUIL 
PUBLIC MOOD DURING THIS NEGOTIATING SESSION. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE PRO-GOP NEWSPAPER "CRITICA" NOVEMBER 18 WAS ONLY 
LOCAL DAILY TO FRONT-PAGE MESICAN NEWSPAPER "EXCELSIOR"'S 
INTERVIEW WITH PANAMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY ADVISOR JULIO 
YAU. LATTER WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE UNITED 
STATES IS CURRENTLY ATTEMPTING TO EFFECT THE OVER- 
THROW OE CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT TORRIJOS. ACCORDING 
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TO YAU THE UNITED STATES HAS DEADLOCKED THE TREATY 
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NEGOTIATIONS, AND NOW HOPES TO INITIATE A DESTABLIZ- 
ING PROCESS IN PANAMA AKIN TO THAT WHICH LED TO CHILEAN 
PRESIDENT SALVADOR ALLENDE'S DOWNFALL. YAU ADDED THAT 
WIDE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND PANAMA 
EXIST OVER FUTURE CONTROL OF THE CANAL; WHEREAS PANAMA 
WANTS THE UNITED STATES OUT OF THE CANAL ZONE BY THE END 
OF THIS CENTURY IF NOT BEFORE, THE UNITED STATES SEEKS 
A MINIMUM OF 50 YEARS ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OF THE 
CANAL AND PERMANENT CONTROL OF ALL 14 EXISTING BASES. 

IN CONTRAST, PANAMA WANTS IMMEDIATE ELIMINATION OF 1 1 
OF THESE BASES, WITH JOING CONTROL OVER THE REMAINING 
THREE. UNITED STATES INSISTENCE ON THE BASES, "OTHER 
DEFENSE AGENCIES", AND CONTROL OF 85 PERCENT OF THE CANAL 
ZONE ARE UNACCEPTABLE DEMANDS UPON PANAMA AND FOR THIS 
REASON THE UNITED STATES WISHES TO OVERTHROW THE TORRHIS 
REGIME. (FOR FULL TEXT OF INTERVIEW VIA HAVANA PR EL A 
SEE FBIS PA 1 8002 Y) 

3. ALL MORNING NEWSPAPERS OF NOVEMBER 18 CARRIED ARTICLES 
DESCRIBING ACTIVITIES OF THAT DAY TO SYMBOLICALLY REPUDIATE 
THE HAY-BUNEAU VARILLA TREATY OF NOV. 18, 1903. THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS AND HAS 

GIVEN SUPPORT TO ACTIVITIES ON THE PART OF 
STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND MINISTRY OFFICIALS IN THAT 
REGARD WHICH INCLUDED ONE MINUTE OF SILENCE AND THE 
BURNING OF COPIES OF THE 1903 TREATY IN ALL OF THE 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF PANAMA. REPUDIATION 
OF THE 1903 TREATY WAS ALSO THEME OF NOV. 18 NEWSPAPER 
EDITORIALS. (SEE ALSO FBIS PAI8I6I8Y) NEWSPAPERS 
COVERED THE SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 
WHICH ENDED ON NOV. 16 IN PANAMA WITH PASSAGE OF A 
RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING PANAMANIAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE 
CANAL. 

4. GOP OFFICIALS HAVE INFORMED US THAT THEY INTEND TO 

GIVE ONLY ROUTINE COVERAGE TO THE PRESENT NEGOTIATING VISIT 
IN ORDER NOT TO AROUSE PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS THAT DRAMATIC 
PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS MIGHT BE FORTHCOMING. THEY 
ALSO HAVE PROFESSED EMBARRASSMENT OVER YAU'S WORDS. 
TORRIJOS, INFORMATION COORDINATOR FOR CANAL TREATY 
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NEGOTIATORS, FABIAN VELARDE TOLD POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
THAT YAU'S WORDS HAD NOT BEEN CLEARED BY ANYONE. MINISTER 
NEGOTIATOR-TACK TOLD US THAT YAU HAD DEPARTED FROM ES- 
TABLISHED GUIDANCE AND THAT YAU IS "ALREADY SORRY," 
IMPLYING THAT HE HAD BEEN CHASTIZED. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN 
IN PART A RESULT OF STRONG PROTEST REGARDING YAU'S STATE- 
MENT MADE BY AMBASSADOR TO FOREIGN MINISTER OZORE'S IN A 
PERSONAL NOTE TO THE MINISTER. 
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5. COMMENT: GOP APPEARS DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN CALM 
PUBLIC ATMOSPHERE EOR THIS ROUND OE NEGOTIATIONS. THUS 
EAR, CIRCUMSTANCES ALSO APPEAR EAVORABLE EOR KEEPING 
TRANQUILITY. 

JORDEN 
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